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Stand:  

Read: Rather than standing to read all of chapter ten, I’d like to stand in reverence for our holy and 

awesome God by reading Deut. 4:24; 2 Thes. 1:7b-8; & Heb. 12:29.  

Pray:  

 

“Hallowed Be Thy Name” Part 1 “Consuming Fire” (Lev. 10:1-3) 

 

1. Context  

a. Chapters 8-10 focus on the sacrificial prerogatives of the priests.  One Bible outlined the 

chapters: 8 “Dedication,” 9 “Duties,” & 10 “Disqualification.”   

b. Communion and relational harmony is the end of all these means.  It does us good to 

consider the impetus for all of these regulations and their implications.  Such were the means 

for there to be communion of God and mankind.  Such points to the ultimate resolution of the 

conundrum that God is holy v. 3 yet man is sinful.  

c. Consecration: the whole purpose of their consecration was due to God’s inapproachable 

holiness.    

2. Correction (1-3) 

a. One may initially think that “Correction” is too light a term for the divine execution of 

Aaron’s sons.  “Retribution” may be a better term.  However, God wasn’t merely seeking 

retribution here but saving the sacrificial system as it was being derailed at the onset!   

b. First He must demonstrate that He is holy and that no man (including and especially His 

representatives) can approach Him on their own terms or cavalierly offer that which He has 

not prescribed.  Optional see: Exod. 34 esp. vv. 9-10, 34-35.  

c. Will God just accept anything we offer Him – including defiled, perverted, half-hearted, left 

over, or completely erroneous worship?   

d. Critical Relevance: In our services, we must be careful not to offer contrived worship of 

strange fire.  If it is not affirmed by Scripture, we should not employ it.  Too many services 

employ means of self-elevation, elation, emotion as if we are the ones to be pleased and 

served.  [BTW, don’t you just love the new trend of church names?  E.g. “Elevation,” 

“Ascension,” “Thrive,” “Legacy,” “Journey,” “Victory,” etc.]  However, worship is about 

sacrifice, loyalty, serving, dedication, and edification – not feelings of elation.  [We must 

decrease while He must increase cf. Jn. 3:30 and Mat. 23:12.]  How many attendants of 

emotionally charged services walk out of a service as if they’ve attended a performance 

rather than participate in giving, learning, serving, and gaining more conviction of the holy 

things of His Kingdom?  How many attendees, who come week in and week out, are unable 

to articulate the Gospel and give a defense of the faith for those who inquire of them?  How 

many of such are unable to discern the hand of God because they do not receive affirmation 

nor enjoy pleasant/convenient circumstances?  Such misunderstandings and immaturity can 

be remedied by coming to corporately worship God with the humble, obedient, and teachable 

approach.             

e. God could not allow His priests nor anyone else decide what is due to Him.  The reality of 

God’s holiness cannot be overstated.  Similar or related events are recorded e.g. 2 Sam. 6:6-

11; Aaron’s golden bull in Exod. 32; and what is most paralleled to this passage viz. Acts 

5:1-11.  But what they all have in common is a reverence for God’s holiness.  

f. The NBC comments, “Their behavior was not just an accidental slip in a minor detail of 

ritual, but a cavalier disregard for the most serious meaning of the events they were part of. It 
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is as if a Christian minister in the middle of celebrating the Holy Communion were to inject 

rites or objects associated with the occult.”1  Reminds me of Bethel w/ their tarot cards, aura 

readings, grave sucking and other New Age practices clearly forbidden in Scripture.  It’s a 

wonder God does not strike down on such profanity done in His name.*below point i.   

g. To this point Moses and the priests had done as God commanded but not so here v.1.   

h. V. 3 = the premise of this section and book if not canon.   

i. V. 2 Precision Strike!  *Recently a church burnt down … I’ve often said why worry about 

how close you are to one getting struck?  Here we see that God’s divine bolt of fire so 

precisely struck Nadab and Abihu that their clothes were still intact cf. v. 5.   

j. Cautionary Event: God will defend His holiness.  The same fire that purifies and accepts the 

earnest sacrifices is the same fire that consumes those who profane His holy name.  Jay Sklar 

wrote: 

But what does it mean for him to ‘show himself holy’ and ‘display his glory’? The words 

are used elsewhere in the context of a miracle that displays his power so clearly that it sets 

him apart as distinct from any other being (holy), and causes those who behold it to 

acknowledge him as the God worthy of all glory (cf. Exod. 14:17–18). As in Leviticus 10, 

such displays occur elsewhere as miracles of judgment: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord 

says: “I am against you, O Sidon, and I will display my glory within you. They will know 

that I am the Lord, when I inflict punishment on her and show myself holy among her’ 

(Ezek. 28:22, my trans.; cf. Exod. 14:4, 17–18; Ezek. 39:11–13). The Lord is therefore 

issuing a very strong warning to the entire priestly family: if you do not set me apart by 

your actions as the God worthy of reverence, I will use your death as an opportunity to 

remind all the people that I am indeed the God who is to be revered above all (cf. 16:2).2    

Further Study: The Lord appears as a devouring fire as he does in Exod 24:17; Deut 5:22; 

Num 11:1; 16:35; 2 Kgs 1:10, 12. Fire from heaven occurs twelve times in the Old 

Testament, six times in a beneficial way and six times in judgment.85 3  

 

“Hallowed Be Thy Name” Part 2 “Commitment to Christ” (vv. 3-11) 

3. Commitment (3-7)  

a. Again, v. 3 is the center of it all.  Allegiance to God is second to none and thus Aaron was to 

be more concerned with God’s holiness and such violations against Him that to visibly 

mourn his son’s execution would be a betrayal of God and a toleration of their profanity.4  

Theirs was a presumptuous approach to God at best and a flagrant violation at worst. 

b. Mourning Priests: The surviving priests, even though they were brothers, had to identify 

themselves entirely with God’s viewpoint and not arouse any suspicion that they condoned 

their brothers’ sins. Had they joined in the traditional customs of tearing their clothes, they 

might have been tempted in their grief to blame God for their brothers’ deaths. Rare are men 

like Job, who can mourn the loss of relatives and praise God at one and the same time (Job 

1:20–21).    ¶Total dedication to God’s service is required of the priests: they must not leave 

                                                 
1 Wright, C. J. H. (1994). Leviticus. In D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New Bible 

commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 135). Inter-Varsity Press. 
2 Sklar, J. (2013). Leviticus: An Introduction and Commentary (D. G. Firth, Ed.; Vol. 3, pp. 157–158). Inter-Varsity Press. 
85 See Lev 9:24; Judg 6:24; 13:20; 1 Chr 21:26; 2 Chr 7:2; and 1 Kgs 18:38 for the beneficial manifestations and Lev 10:1; 

Num 11:1; 16:35; Job 1:16; and 2 Kgs 1:10, 12 for the detrimental manifestations (Milgrom, Leviticus 1–16, 599). 
3 Rooker, M. F. (2000). Leviticus (Vol. 3A, p. 158). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
4 Priests were permitted mourning for their dead loved ones (Lev. 21:1-6) yet not the high priest (Lev. 21:10-12).  However, 

here in this unique tragedy, even Aaron’s priestly sons were forbade to outwardly mourn (Lev. 10:6).    

https://ref.ly/logosres/nbc?ref=Bible.Le10.1-7&off=875&ctx=jealous+impatience.+~Their+behaviour+was+
https://ref.ly/logosres/totc03lesklar?ref=Bible.Le10.3&off=669&ctx=ly%2c+for+all+to+see.%0a~But+what+does+it+mea
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac03a?ref=Bible.Le10.2-3&off=564&ctx=se+to+disobedience.+~The+Lord+appears+as+
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the enclosure of the tent of meeting (v. 7)9 even for the funeral (cf. Matt. 8:21–22; Luke 

9:59–60; 14:26–27).5 

c. Lest you think it too harsh a penalty, consider Jesus’ teaching in Lu. 14:26-27.   

d. Furthermore and also paralleled to the death of Aaron’s sons see Mat. 8:21-22. Some (if not 

most) of us likely have idols which have displaced God’s preeminence in our lives.  What or 

whom do you have more loyalty than to God?  If given a choice between God and another 

person, lifestyle choice, vice, practice, possession, agenda, or treasure; which would you 

choose?  Read Mat. 10:34-39. 

e. Do you see why being equally yoked and having proper relationships is so critical?  If/when 

a close relative, friend, or even spouse is not making Christ the highest value, the relationship 

will diminish or even terminate.  We must be willing to forsake the closest to us for Christ’s 

sake.  This is why we – as Christians – make sure our spouses share the same highest value 

or else we will be called to a choice.  The wrong choice could be fatal.  Are you choosing a 

relationship over Christ?   

f. We must have relationships with the lost and even close friendships etc. but Christian 

fellowship requires obedience to shared values which are properly informed by Scripture.        

4. Conduct (8-11) 

a. Be Sober (8-10) 

i. After Moses immediately instructed Aaron what not to do, YHWH spoke directly to 

Aaron this one time.   

ii. It may seem curious as to why instructions to avoid intoxication come on the heals of 

such an astonishing event.  Though the punishment was just, shock and awe must 

have been the response (cf. 2 Sam. 6:8-9).  

iii. Hoffmann11 suggests that it was customary to ply mourners and others in distress with 

drink to cheer them up (cf. Prov. 31:6–7). The remarks about drink would then be 

consonant with earlier injunctions forbidding the priests to indulge in the usual 

mourning customs (v. 6).6  

iv. Regardless of the priests’ sobriety or inebriation, this instruction is almost assumed.  

It is the highest calling to be called unto holy matters.  Gordon Wenham aptly sums it 

up:  

Moses’ words may be loosely paraphrased, “the closer a man is to God, the more 

attention he must pay to holiness and the glory of God.” The unspoken 

implication is that the sons of the high priest ought to have known better than to 

act so presumptuously. The same theological point is made in many different 

ways in the OT. It is because Israel is God’s covenant people that she faces the 

covenant curses listed in Lev. 26 and Deut. 28. Amos says that while other 

nations deserve God’s punishment for their grave sins against humanity, Judah 

and Israel will be punished just because they have not kept the law (Amos 2–3). 

Holy men within Israel are judged by an even higher standard: they are expected 

to follow out God’s injunctions to the last jot and tittle. In their case, the slightest 

transgression tends to attract the most startling punishment. The greatest of all 

Israel’s leaders, Moses, was denied the fulfilment of his lifelong ambition for 

                                                 
9 On this phrase cf. comment on 8:3. 
5 Wenham, G. J. (1979). The Book of Leviticus (pp. 157–158). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
11 Hoffmann I, p. 296. 
6 Wenham, G. J. (1979). The Book of Leviticus (p. 158). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot03le?ref=BibleBHS.Le10.4-7&off=1360&ctx=+judgment+from+God.+~The+surviving+priest
https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot03le?ref=BibleBHS.Le10.8-11&off=503&ctx=ing+the+Israelites%3f+~Hoffmann%EF%BB%BF11+suggests
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slightly deviating from God’s commands (Num. 20), “because you did not believe 

in me, to sanctify me in the eyes of the Israelites” (Num. 20:12). Some of the men 

of Bethshemesh, a priestly city (Josh. 21:16), died for not treating the ark 

reverently (1 Sam. 6:19). 1 K. 13 tells of a prophet, who having faithfully fulfilled 

his mission to preach against the altar of Bethel, failed to hurry home as he had 

been directed, and then was killed by a lion. Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, and King 

Uzziah were both struck down with “leprosy” for their sins (2 K. 5:20ff.; 2 Chr. 

26:16ff.).  Commenting on this passage Calvin wrote: “if we reflect how holy a 

thing God’s worship is, the enormity of the punishment will by no means offend 

us. Besides, it was necessary that their religion should be sanctioned at its very 

commencement; for if God had suffered the sons of Aaron to transgress with 

impunity, they would have afterwards carelessly neglected the whole law. This, 

therefore, was the reason for such great severity, that the priests should anxiously 

watch against all profanation.”7 7 

v. God will never lower His standard and such is why Jesus had to satisfy it.  The 

inevitability of our failures (sins) offer us no excuse to expect God’s “infinite” grace.  

His grace is great but not infinite – hence His harsh discipline of Aaron’s sons, 

Ananias and Sapphira.  Furthermore, I may fail to uphold a perfectly continuous life 

as an ordained minister but God’s standards remain.  And if my life turns to habitual 

unrepentant sin, said standard serves to disqualify me.  Some ministers are 

disqualified yet still refusing to step down and consequences have, are, and will occur 

due to such insubordination.       

 

***{Part 2 will end and part 3 will begin somewhere around here}***    Part 3 of 

“Hallowed Be Thy Name” Part 3 “Careless Caution” (Lev. 10:8-20) 

 

vi. God’s design of hierarchy: Moses at top of mountain, elders half way up and the rest 

could not touch the base of the mt.  Sklar: “Leaders who wish to follow Aaron’s 

example must be sure to keep the Lord’s greatness clearly before their eyes (cf. 2 Cor. 

7:1).    ¶Second, the priests are responsible for leading the Israelites spiritually, 

guiding them in maintaining proper covenant relationship with their covenant King 

by following his covenant laws (10:10–11). If the priests were to err here—either by 

example (see at vv. 1–2, 6–7) or by failing in their duties (see at vv. 8–11)—then all 

Israel would be at risk of falling away from her King. This was another reason why 

the punishment of Nadab and Abihu was swift and severe. Captains bear more 

responsibility than passengers for the ship’s safety, and face stricter punishments 

when they fail in their duties.”8 

vii. Some have suggested that the reason for the prohibition at this time was due to 

Aaron’s sons’ offense was enabled by such intoxication.  

viii. The implications are obvious and stated throughout Scripture e.g. Eph. 5:18; 1 Tim. 

3:3, 8; Tit. 2:2-3 & Isa. 28:7-13 which reiterates and expounds upon vv. 9-11 here. 

                                                 
7 Calvin III, p. 431. For a fuller discussion of the biblical doctrine of judgment see J. W. Wenham, The Goodness of God 

(London: IVP, 1974). 
7 Wenham, G. J. (1979). The Book of Leviticus (pp. 156–157). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
8 Sklar, J. (2013). Leviticus: An Introduction and Commentary (D. G. Firth, Ed.; Vol. 3, p. 162). Inter-Varsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot03le?ref=BibleBHS.Le10.1-3&off=3625&ctx=oliness+revealed.%E2%80%9D6%0a~Moses%E2%80%99+words+may+be+
https://ref.ly/logosres/totc03lesklar?ref=Bible.Le10.1-20&off=15031&ctx=beying+him+exactly.+~Leaders+who+wish+to+
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Sober mindedness is essential to leadership and in particular priests that they may 

discern (10) and teach (11).    

b. Be Responsible (10-11) 

i. How can God’s people grow in grace and sanctification if the leaders are not sober, 

negligent, or incompetent?     

ii. Each is fully responsible for himself, but leaders have great influence over those they 

lead and thus they will be held accountable for such.  “It is bad enough to treat the 

things of God with contempt [for] oneself; it is far worse to cause others to do so (cf. 

1 Sa. 2:12–17, 29–30; 3:13; Lk. 17:1–2).”9  To whom much is given, more will be 

required (see Lu. 12:48 cf. 1 Pet. 4:17; Jam. 3:1; Eph. 4:11-12  

iii. Incidentally, teaching was one of the most prevalent prerogatives of the priests and 

one cannot teach what he first cannot discern.  See Further Study:  Teaching 

Priority of Priests.  In fact, we will see at chapter’s end that Aaron employs such 

distinctions of teaching mentioned in v. 10.     

iv. Later, the priests of Israel would profane the name of the LORD rather than discern 

and demonstrate His glory, holiness, and righteousness and thus would incur the “fire 

of {His] wrath” (Ezek. 22:26, 31).   

v. Therefore, teachers must soberly and fervently labor in the Word to convey and 

disseminate its intent.  1 Tim. 4:15-16; 2 Tim. 4:2-3.   

5. Continuation (12-15) 

a. After YHWH directly admonished Aaron with the sobriety of leadership and education, 

Moses then reiterated instructions for Aaron and the priests to perform. See Further Study 

Continuation. 

b. Continuation: Despite appearances, this second deviation from the command-fulfilment 

pattern does not signal Aaron’s disobedience, rather the reverse; it is a confirmation of his 

high-priesthood and a reminder of his continuing duties. This is proved by the fact that this is 

the only place in Leviticus where God addresses Aaron alone without Moses’ intervention. 

The presumptuous behavior of his two sons Nadab and Abihu cast a cloud over the whole 

priesthood. This word of God to Aaron is in effect a reassurance that he still has a part to play 

in teaching Israel the way of holiness. His fulfilment of the command is the subject of the 

succeeding narrative and provides an important link with chs. 11–15, which discuss the rules 

about uncleanness. Finally Moses’ commands to Aaron in vv. 12–18 are not carried through 

immediately. Instead Aaron explains his action (v. 19). Yet Moses is satisfied (v. 20). In 

other words Aaron is reinstated not only in the eyes of God (vv. 8ff.), but in the eyes of 

Moses the covenant mediator (v. 20).      

c. As I mentioned, God’s motive was not to strike, harm, kill their joy, nor make obstacles 

between them and Himself.  He was actually doing the opposite.  Therefore, the continuation 

is not seen as a laborious “back to the grind” of this terrifying job [oxymoronic].  

d. At times God’s instruction may seem redundant, boring, laborious, mundane, or even 

counterintuitive.  Nevertheless, obedience is the highest route and most beneficial way, for 

His ways are higher than ours.  Read Isa. 55:8-11.    

6. Confrontation (16-20)  

a. Precaution vs Presumption: Aaron exercised caution in that he and his sons refrained from 

partaking of the sacrifices associated with or juxtaposed to Nadab and Abihu’s. I laboriously 

                                                 
9 Wright, C. J. H. (1994). Leviticus. In D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New Bible 

commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 135). Inter-Varsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nbc?ref=Bible.Le10.1-7&off=1987&ctx=of+the+people+(3b).+~It+is+bad+enough+to+
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searched for the explanation of why Aaron was justified in not following the previous 

commands of eating said sacrifice.  Jay Sklar and Nobuyoshi Kiuchi provided the convincing 

explanation.  Sklar wrote, “If the priests in some way shared in the guilt of Nadab and 

Abihu’s sin (either because of their corporate solidarity with them or because they failed to 

guard the tabernacle in the way they were supposed to [cf. Num. 18:1]), and if this sin 

occurred after the priests had made their own atoning sacrifice (9:12–14), then they might 

have considered the people’s sacrifice to be one that atoned for their own sin as well, thus 

making it inappropriate for them to eat the meat. Whatever the reason, Aaron is arguing that 

he and his sons actually did follow proper sacrificial procedure by not eating the meat—a 

point to which Moses eventually agrees (v. 20). In contrast to Nadab and Abihu, Aaron and 

his remaining sons showed due reverence to the Lord by following his commands exactly.”10 

Kiuchi wrote, “while ‘their’ refers to the four sons. Thus this part of v. 19 refers to the fact 

that the priests made propitiation for themselves. The two offerings refer to the ones 

mentioned in 9:2, which concern the propitiation for the priests.”11  See also Jacob 

Milgrom’s comment below in Further Study.  See also Kiuchi Propitiation in Further 

Study.     

b. Moses was rightfully concerned with obedience to God’s commands and Aaron was 

concerned with the impetus behind them.  This was new for the priests and this was doubly 

strange regarding the instant divine retribution against his sons and unprecedented action and 

/or prohibition which would follow such.  

c. This conveys our compassionate Savior’s heart.  Could you imagine the shock of Aaron and 

the paralysis he must have experienced?  God looks on the heart and it is evident that 

Aaron’s was broken, confused, distracted, frozen, etc. while his sons’ hearts were disloyal.   

d. Aaron had seemingly learned his lesson and held his peace.  Aaron would certainly err again 

(e.g. Nu. 12:1-2 ff.) yet all of us do!  There is a beautiful paradoxical mosaic of examples of 

God’s grace given to His greatest leaders, whose hearts were with Him – yet they fell to 

temptations, tempers, pride, presumption, etc.  E.g. David and Bathsheba, Moses missing the 

PL, Uzziah struck with leprosy, Uzzah struck instantly.  Nevertheless, David went on to 

repent and honor God and so too Moses. Flawed and sinful as we are, He makes us a nation 

of priests.   

e. Optional: Furthermore, history is replete with failures on the heals of success.  The priestly 

fault so soon after the ordination must be seen in the light of similar stories. G. Davies 

records: “There is the Garden, but then the sin in the Garden; there is the release of Noah and 

all his family from the ark and the accompanying sacrifice, and then comes the story of his 

drunkenness. Similarly, at Sinai there is first the theophany and the covenant, but then the 

golden calf. So priestly trespass emerges immediately upon priestly ordination. Even priests 

can go wrong, and they can go wrong in the very aftermath of ordination. The story, then, is 

designed to warn and thus to save the ministry in Israel.”91 12   

f. The world cannot really understand the compassion and sacrifice of God until they first know 

of His holy nature.  It’s not that God used to be impatient, vindictive, controlling, and short-

                                                 
10 Sklar, J. (2013). Leviticus: An Introduction and Commentary (D. G. Firth, Ed.; Vol. 3, p. 161). Inter-Varsity Press. 

v. verse 
11 Kiuchi, N. (2007). Leviticus (D. W. Baker & G. J. Wenham, Eds.; Vol. 3, p. 185). Apollos; InterVarsity Press. 
91 G. Davies, “Leviticus,” IDB 3:120. 
12 Rooker, M. F. (2000). Leviticus (Vol. 3A, p. 159). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/totc03lesklar?ref=Bible.Le10.19-20&off=691&ctx=Aaron%E2%80%99s+assumption.+~If+the+priests+in+so
https://ref.ly/logosres/aot03le?ref=Bible.Le10.19-20&off=531&ctx=+Aaron%E2%80%99s+four+sons%2c+~while+%E2%80%98their%E2%80%99+refers
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac03a?ref=Bible.Le10.6-7&off=955
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tempered in the OT but Jesus has now demonstrated love and grace that we can live free and 

w/o conviction, accountability, or consequence.  

g. Caution: some feign compassion by wrongly tolerating unrepentant sinners whilst 

condemning those who are calling such to repent.  Some contemporary Pharisees aim their 

disdain at leaders who unapologetically promote civic biblical standards (e.g. Rom. 13) and 

call out sinful lifestyles.  They say we are intolerant of sinners and want to force religion by 

fiat of government.  However, the reality is that they are defending the perverted government 

which promotes sinful perversions and prohibits biblical values, priorities, and convictions.  

Such is the tactics of woke Christendom.   

h. One more example: such contemporary Pharisees condemn Trump and his supporters for 

being rude whilst having grace for David’s adultery and murder.  They condemn Trump’s 

policies which upheld biblical values whilst they approve of drag queen story hour as a 

blessing of liberty (David French).  

i. If we are earnest and desiring obedience we need not fear the empty accusations of said 

Pharisees.  Those who have divided hearts need to fear the LORD for one cannot have two 

masters…          

j. It’s true that in Christ we are not to live in fear because He paid the sacrificial price.  Rather, 

we are to live in desire – to please, glorify, and present to God our lives back unto Him who 

saved us.  We have been bought with a price which we could never repay yet have the 

privilege of offering “wave” offerings v. 15 (offerings we ourselves get to enjoy) to Him.   

k. As high priest, Aaron was not to carry the name of YHWH in vain but magnify it to the 

world.  What the world thinks of God is mostly informed by what they witness in the visible 

church.  This is the foremost application here.   

l. It was the heart of Jesus to glorify the Father.  Back to v. 3.  The NT equivalent is Mat. 6:9, 

where Jesus taught His disciples to begin prayer with the priority of magnifying God’s name. 

m. And though our individual priestly duties encompass all arenas of our lives, our corporate 

worship must inform such and be informed by such a passage as this.  Gary Demarest 

submitted, “Yet another lesson for us from these chapters is the dynamic role of formal 

worship in experiencing the glory of God. In a day of expansive and expressive 

individualism, we need to be drawn back to the reality of the covenant people of God, called 

to faithful, corporate worship. And that worship must be faithful to the formation of a people 

of God who “worship Him … in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).    ¶We obviously are not 

expected to return to the particulars of the priestly worship of the tabernacle or the temple. 

The ancient liturgy need not be restored. But must we not struggle with questions regarding 

the form and intent of our services of worship? Does anything that makes people feel “good” 

qualify as desirable for worship? Is it possible that some or much of what we call 

“contemporary” worship is really designed to produce effects within people rather than to 

worship God? Are some of our worship experiences more akin to the priestly tradition or to 

the arrogant spirits of Nadab and Abihu?”13 

 

 

Further Study 

   

Teaching Priority of Priests 

                                                 
13 Demarest, G. W., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1990). Leviticus (Vol. 3, p. 102). Thomas Nelson Inc. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prcm03lv?ref=Bible.Le10.1-20&off=17870&ctx=+(1+Cor.+15%3a15%E2%80%9319).%0a~Yet+another+lesson+f
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The teaching role of the priests is more immediately intelligible to us. The Holiness Code, as it is 

sometimes called, of chapters 17–26, contains a wealth of ethical instruction setting out how God wants 

his covenant people to behave in their families and their finances, in their communities and towards their 

criminals, with their words and in their deeds. The Israelites would have needed to have all of these 

instructions patiently explained and carefully interpreted. It was the task of the priests to educate the 

ignorant as much as it was to correct the wayward. The remit of the priests never changed, as Malachi, 

centuries later, confirmed. ‘The lips of a priest’, he wrote, ‘ought to preserve knowledge, and from his 

mouth people should seek instruction.’29 

Later still, in reflecting on ministry in the church, Paul continued to put a premium on the teaching 

responsibility of its elders30 and on their need to pass on the gospel to ‘reliable people who will be 

qualified to teach others’.31 The content of their teaching may have varied from that imparted by the 

priests of ancient Israel, but the task had not. Pastors were still required to expound the truth and to 

rebuke error. After surveying the evidence of the Pastoral Epistles, John Stott concludes: ‘The Christian 

pastoral ministry is essentially a teaching ministry, which explains why candidates are required both to 

be orthodox in their own faith and to have an aptitude for teaching.’32 14 

 

The priests were the teachers of Israel (11). This side of the priests’ duties is often overlooked, since we 

tend to focus on their sacrificial role. But it was a vital part of the priesthood. It was through the priest 

that God’s law, and thereby his character, values, priorities and will, would be made known to ordinary 

people in the community. This is emphasized elsewhere, both positively and, when they failed, 

negatively (Dt. 17:9–13; 33:8–10; Ho. 4; Mal. 2:1–9). Priests and Levites were prominent in the 

educational side of major reforms in the history of Israel (2 Ch. 17:7–9; 19:4–11; Ne. 8:7–8). This role 

of the priests in teaching Israel has its counterpart in Israel as a whole being God’s vehicle for teaching 

the nations his law (Is. 2:3; 42:1–7; 51:4).15 

 

10:11 The third function of the Israelite priest was that he was to teach the Israelites the laws given by 

Moses. Although this role is not commonly thought to be a function of the Israelite priest, there are 

numerous indications that this was his understood responsibility (see Deut 33:10; 2 Chr 15:3; 17:7; Ezra 

7:25; Neh 8:7; Hos 4:6; Mic 3:11; Jer 18:18; Ezek 7:26; Mal 2:7). Second Chronicles 17:7 may be the 

best known illustration of this role. There it is recorded that in the time of Jehoshaphat the king sent the 

priests throughout the land to instruct the cities of Judah. Related to this latter function is the 

involvement of the priests in copying biblical manuscripts since most of the scribes were also priests.96 16 

 

Mourning Priests 

The surviving priests, even though they were brothers, had to identify themselves entirely with God’s 

viewpoint and not arouse any suspicion that they condoned their brothers’ sins. Had they joined in the 

                                                 
29 Mal. 2:7. 
30 E.g. 1 Tim. 3:2; 4:13; 6:2; 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:9. 
31 2 Tim. 2:2. 
32 John Stott, The Message of 2 Timothy: Guard the Gospel, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester: IVP, 1973), p. 108. 
14 Tidball, D. (2005). The Message of Leviticus: Free to Be Holy (A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.; pp. 137–138). Inter-Varsity 

Press. 
15 Wright, C. J. H. (1994). Leviticus. In D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New Bible 

commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 136). Inter-Varsity Press. 
96 M. Bar-Ilan, “Part Two: Scribes and Books in the Late Second Commonwealth and Rabbinic Period,” in Mikra, ed. M. J. 

Mulder (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988), 22. 
16 Rooker, M. F. (2000). Leviticus (Vol. 3A, p. 161). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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traditional customs of tearing their clothes, they might have been tempted in their grief to blame God for 

their brothers’ deaths. Rare are men like Job, who can mourn the loss of relatives and praise God at one 

and the same time (Job 1:20–21). 

Total dedication to God’s service is required of the priests: they must not leave the enclosure of the tent 

of meeting (v. 7)9 even for the funeral (cf. Matt. 8:21–22; Luke 9:59–60; 14:26–27).17 

 

Continuation 

Despite appearances, this second deviation from the command-fulfilment pattern does not signal 

Aaron’s disobedience, rather the reverse; it is a confirmation of his high-priesthood and a reminder of 

his continuing duties. This is proved by the fact that this is the only place in Leviticus where God 

addresses Aaron alone without Moses’ intervention. The presumptuous behavior of his two sons Nadab 

and Abihu cast a cloud over the whole priesthood. This word of God to Aaron is in effect a reassurance 

that he still has a part to play in teaching Israel the way of holiness. His fulfilment of the command is the 

subject of the succeeding narrative and provides an important link with chs. 11–15, which discuss the 

rules about uncleanness. Finally Moses’ commands to Aaron in vv. 12–18 are not carried through 

immediately. Instead Aaron explains his action (v. 19). Yet Moses is satisfied (v. 20). In other words 

Aaron is reinstated not only in the eyes of God (vv. 8ff.), but in the eyes of Moses the covenant mediator 

(v. 20).18  

 

Jacob Milgrom on the confrontation  

In sum, we are dealing with a borderline case. As the purification blood was offered on the outer altar, 

the meat should have been eaten, according to Moses. But because Nadab and Abihu died before the 

purification meat was eaten, their corpses contaminated the sacrifice. In Aaron’s view, the impurities 

absorbed by the purification offering by dint of its blood manipulation were now increased by corpse 

contamination, thereby making it subject to the law of the burnt purification offering and not the eaten 

purification offering. Thus their disagreement turned on a point of cultic law. But behind it, as shown 

above, lurked the fear of magical, pagan beliefs that Israel’s priests assiduously fought to extirpate. After 

all, it is not surprising that it is the Priestly school that preserves the tradition that it was their founder, 

Aaron, who taught Moses a lesson in cultic law.19 

 

Propitiation: 

More essentially, here Aaron is first pointing to the propitiation of priests, in contrast to Moses, who is 

worried about the propitiation of the people (vv. 17–18). This shows that the reason for the two sons’ not 

eating the flesh revolves around the propitiation for the priests. Here the principle enunciated in 10:3, the 

responsibility of the priests, must be recalled. Propitiation for the people is possible only when 

propitiation is made for the priests.20 

 

Apt conclusions from consulted commentaries:  

Aaron who consented to the people’s desire to make a golden calf, and then later excused himself to 

Moses (Exod. 32:1–5, 21–24). As an ordained priest, Aaron’s holiness appears to remain outward at 

                                                 
9 On this phrase cf. comment on 8:3. 
17 Wenham, G. J. (1979). The Book of Leviticus (pp. 157–158). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
18 Wenham, G. J. (1979). The Book of Leviticus (p. 154). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
19 Milgrom, J. (2004). A Continental Commentary: Leviticus: a book of ritual and ethics (p. 100). Fortress Press. 

vv. verses 
20 Kiuchi, N. (2007). Leviticus (D. W. Baker & G. J. Wenham, Eds.; Vol. 3, p. 186). Apollos; InterVarsity Press. 
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best. And if this is Aaron’s limitation, then it is no wonder that the priests are prevented from entering 

the Holy of Holies. In other words, the spiritual condition of not only Nadab and Abihu but of the rest of 

the priest’s family corresponds to the area in the Tent where they are to work, which, however, cannot 

deal with their own self-hiding in the true sense.21 

However, it is one thing to believe what Christ did for all humanity, but another to believe that so-called 

believers themselves experienced the spiritual process the splitting of the curtain symbolized. This can 

be tested, above all, by whether such people can follow what Jesus taught. Believers can follow Jesus 

only when they are prepared for self-sacrifice, and do not turn back (Luke 9:57–62). This becomes a 

reality when they experience the death of self (the destruction of their egocentric nature). 

As with the previous chapters, this chapter also suggests the heavy responsibility of those people who 

take upon themselves spiritual leadership in the church. What emerges from this chapter is the question 

of how far church leaders are vigilant against their own spiritual conditions. They should imitate the 

holiness of Moses featured above; in particular they should undertake spiritual work only if the Lord 

commands them to do so (cf. 1 Thess. 2:4).22 

 

Moses and Aaron had seen things from different angles and this had led them to conflicting conclusions 

as to how the law of God was to be interpreted. Moses had been anxious that the sin offering whose 

blood had been presented on the altar should be consumed, whereas Aaron had been worried that it had 

been contaminated by his sons’ deaths and was therefore impure.35 Clearly there was room for two 

godly people, both qualified in the law, and both handling it with perfect integrity, to see it differently. 

However precise its stipulations, there were always going to be areas where there was freedom to 

interpret it one way or another. 

When Moses heard Aaron’s explanation he was satisfied (20). Aaron wanted nothing more than to 

please the Lord, and consequently he had chosen to err on the side of caution and to make sure that there 

could be no possible further compromise to God’s honour. It was a wise choice to make, not just on that 

particular day, but on any day. Aaron was not being casual about things that had been clearly revealed. 

He was being cautious about things that were less than clearly revealed. Though, as Walter Kaiser says, 

‘Aaron and his two youngest sons have not personally sinned, their consciences are so awakened to the 

holiness of God, and to their tendency to sinfulness, that they hesitate to venture into areas where they 

have no explicit direction.’36 To hold back, rather than to take liberties, with the things of God gave 

proof that the harsh lessons of the day had not been lost on Aaron and his remaining sons. 

The debate between Moses and Aaron has a twofold import for today’s church. On the one hand, there 

are those, like Moses, who are rigid in their interpretation of the Scripture and believe that their 

interpretation of it, and theirs alone, is legitimate. They need to face up to the fact that there are some 

matters on which those who have a desire to honour God and who handle Scripture with an integrity 

equal to their own may legitimately differ from them. The imposition, in some circles, of non-negotiable 

pet (and often petty!) interpretations is clearly not warranted by Scripture itself, which admits areas of 

debate and can be damaging to the spiritual development of some believers, who need to mature by 

grappling with issues before the Lord rather than by having everything settled for them by others.37 On 

the other hand, there are those, some in leadership positions, who play fast and loose with their handling 

of God’s Word, and they need to be be encouraged, both by the tragedy of Nadab and Abihu and by the 

                                                 
21 Kiuchi, N. (2007). Leviticus (D. W. Baker & G. J. Wenham, Eds.; Vol. 3, p. 189). Apollos; InterVarsity Press. 
22 Kiuchi, N. (2007). Leviticus (D. W. Baker & G. J. Wenham, Eds.; Vol. 3, pp. 189–190). Apollos; InterVarsity Press. 
35 Budd, pp. 156–157, summarizing Milgrom, Leviticus 1–16, pp. 635–640. 
36 Kaiser, p. 1072. 
37 Classically, Rom. 14 and 1 Cor. 7–8. 
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example of Aaron, to approach the things that concern God with greater caution and respect. Make no 

mistake, ‘God cannot be mocked’.38 His honour will be served and his holiness made known to those 

who lead his people. 

The fall from grace of Aaron’s elder sons was rapid. The transformation of fire that came out from the 

presence of the Lord from being a sign of God’s beneficial presence to being an instrument of God’s 

awesome judgment was both sensational and tragic. The events that followed the inauguration of 

Aaron’s priesthood stand as a permanent warning to all who would enter God’s service. They should 

not, however, be taken as an indication that God is spiteful, merciless and vindictive. What we encounter 

most in Leviticus, as well as elsewhere, is a God of compassion and mercy, who is slow to anger and 

abounding in love and faithfulness.39 He desires his people to draw near and longs for nothing more than 

to be like a Father who lives among his children, forgiving their wrongs and healing their hurts. 

Paul once encouraged the Corinthians to wholehearted service for God in words that aptly capture the 

teaching of this sad episode for all believers: ‘Dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that 

contaminates body and soul, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.’4023 

 

These glaring contrasts are upsetting to the cozy bourgeois attitudes that often pass for Christian. In 

many parts of the Church the biblical view of divine judgment is conveniently forgotten or supposed to 

be something that passed away with the OT. Heine’s famous last words, “God will forgive me. That’s 

his job,” have become the unexpressed axiom of much modern theology. This short story is therefore an 

affront to liberal thinkers. It should also challenge Bible-believing Christians whose theological attitudes 

are influenced by prevailing trends of thought more often than they realize.24 

 

PCs: 

PC for “Hallowed Be Thy Name” Part 1 “Consuming Fire” (Lev. 10:1-3)) 

Many today literally rely on their wishful thinking and a feeble attempt at their own contrived ethics to 

hopefully secure a place above rather than below in the afterlife.  This wishful thinking finds its comfort 

in the numbers of consensus.  After all, God or the universe surely wouldn’t condemn so many even if 

they are not accurate in their faith.  However, there is a revealed God and He is wholly holy!  And to 

approach Him – let alone dwell with Him – requires holiness on our part.  Before Christ, God instituted 

the sacrificial cult (system) that would point to the work of Jesus.  It revealed that in order to withstand 

God’s radiant holiness, sinners must adhere to a protocol of cleansing or else be consumed by said 

holiness.  One would not enter a radioactive area without the adequate safety attire to shield himself 

from inevitable death.  How much more covering we need to endure God’s radiant pure presence?  

Wishful thinking, general consensus, nor even a strong faith can provide protection for sinners from a 

righteous God.  Only the blood of Jesus can do so.  Are you covered by the blood of the sacrificial Lamb 

of God? 

    

PC for ‘Hallowed Be Thy Name” Part 2 “Commitment to Christ” (Lev. 10:3-11) 

Faith requires devotion to its object.  The acronym FAITH = Forsaking Alternatives I Trust Him.  To be 

more specific, faith of the Gospel requires forsaking all others and trusting in Christ alone!  Many 

                                                 
38 Gal. 6:7. 
39 Exod. 34:6. 
40 2 Cor. 7:1. 
23 Tidball, D. (2005). The Message of Leviticus: Free to Be Holy (A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.; pp. 139–140). Inter-Varsity 

Press. 
24 Wenham, G. J. (1979). The Book of Leviticus (p. 153). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bst03lev?ref=Bible.Le10.12-20&off=1538&ctx=ering+today%3f%E2%80%99+(19).%0a~Moses+and+Aaron+had+
https://ref.ly/logosres/nicot03le?ref=BibleBHS.Le10&off=3668&ctx=apphira+(Acts+3%E2%80%935).%0a~These+glaring+contra


“Hallowed Be Thy Name” (Lev. 10)  

 

12 

 

Christians try to hold onto Christ and another – another person, another contrary belief, an idol, or some 

particular practice or attitude contrary to God.  This is called a divided heart and it will undermine one’s 

faith.  Of such divided loyalty, Jesus said it would end in a choice of one master or another, for one 

cannot serve two masters (cf. Mat. 6:24; 10:34ff.; Ro. 6:16ff.; Jam. 4:4).  The book of Leviticus reveals 

the importance of loyalty to the one living and holy God.  Priests are to point to said holiness and not 

compromise nor contradict the revelation of God’s holiness.  Though we may fail to personally uphold 

said holiness (hence the continual cleansing), we must never pretend said standard is waived.  We must 

continually examine ourselves and bring our lives into conformity to His holiness.  If such is our earnest 

attitude, we will find both personal holiness and the necessary grace which enables it.  If we are 

concerned with optics, we are in danger of shunning the Gospel grace and serving ourselves in a self-

righteous manner.   

 

PC for “Hallowed Be Thy Name” Part 3 “Careless Caution” (Lev. 10:8-20) 

Unfortunately, many Christians count the cost of obedience and find it too high and they are thus 

cautious not to offend sinners so as to be “cancelled,” so to speak.  Conversely, we must count the cost 

of a greater price of having to answer to God for compromising His righteousness in order to please a 

world which hates Him anyway.  Jesus glorified God irrespective of the world’s view of Him.  He also 

glorified God irrespective of the Pharisee’s view of Him.  We must do the same.  As long as we are 

earnest we need fear neither the world’s hostility nor the accusations of the self-righteous.  We are to be 

as the Levites were called to be – uncompromising to God’s instruction.  We will be misunderstood and 

even maligned but we are not to be dissuaded from obedience.  And we are not to be cautious regarding 

what the world thinks, rather if our actions are acceptable to God.  Aaron employed said caution the 

right way and though Moses first misunderstood, he later approved of Aaron’s caution – because it was 

from a fear of God and not from a fear of man’s perception.  May God grant us wisdom for that kind of 

caution and the courage to be faithful in it.   


