
“Character, Conduct, Communication, Commitment, & Compensation” (Prov. 12) 

 

1. Don’t be stupid.  Receive proper correction.  Loving knowledge = teachability, and accepting 

counsel and correction is wise.  The fool refuses correction and hates it, thus remains stupid 

forsaking growth/maturity.  

2. YHWH is judge of all.  Jesus judges at the end of the eschaton (Jn. 5:27-29).  Jesus will either 

“favor” or “condemn.”  

3. Ultimate stability is ultimately found in righteousness, hence ch. 11 = righteousness is true security.  

From what foundation or “root” is your tree?  The wicked cannot establish a secure foundation, root, 

nor fruit but the upright are grounded in righteousness.  I’m amazed at how many have fooled 

themselves into thinking they are righteous when indeed their lives are obviously not so.   

4. Speaking of roots, I sought to marry Tara because she was grounded in Christ.  Being equally yoked 

in faith, values, priorities, attitude, and motives is core to peace and prosperity in marriage.  

Conversely, a wife who brings shame is decay to the core “bones.”  Each of us are selfish to the 

core, yet Christ is the cure – the Prince of Peace.   

5. The thoughts and intentions of the righteous are right (pure in motive), while the counsel of the 

wicked is perverted.  It seems apropos that righteous thoughts are compared to wicked counsel.  The 

righteous are slower to proclaim avoiding boisterous obnoxiousness while the wicked presume to 

counsel.   

6. Wicked words are a murderous ambush whereas upright speech delivers from evil.   

7. Foundations determine endurance.  This motif is ubiquitous in Proverbs and the New Testament and 

it usually overtly emphasizes righteousness as the firm foundation.  Conversely, the wicked are 

overthrown, tossed about, withered, and vanishing (lit. banished to hell).  It all hinges on 

righteousness (Ro. 1:16-17).   

8. Commended for observed wisdom vs despised for perverse heart.   

9. Phony optics.  Pride wants to display importance or prominence, yet the humble need not flaunt their 

blessings.  It’s better to have and be lightly esteemed and have not and vie for honor.  We are the 

richest (Col. 1:27) but we humbly appeal for others to glory in Him not ourselves (2 Cor. 4:5).   

10. The upright treat even the animals with dignity, yet the “mercies” or “compassion” of the wicked is 

cruel. Humans are incalculably (or infinitely) more valuable than animals, yet the upright still 

respects and appreciates God’s gifts of other creatures; yet the wicked even treat the crown of 

creation with contempt.  This is why it is dangerous to hate (murder) another in your heart (Mat. 

5:22), for humans (unlike animals) are made in God’s image!   

11. The diligent labor and are satisfied while the fool labors for vanity from a vain heart.  From 

emptiness to emptiness vs from faith to faith.  Also cf. Prov. 28:19.   

12. Fools covet the short cut of ill-gotten gain and receive trouble.  They seek stolen fruit as they have 

no root.  But the root of the upright produces fruit.   

13. The words of the wicked ensnare (themselves and others), while the upright are delivered from 

ensnarement.  John 8:32 truth sets free – Jesus liberates indeed!  Ro. 6:6 no longer slaves to sin.   

14. Inner peace and satisfaction indicative of good speech – and visible recompense indicative by good 

deeds.  What come from righteous unseen motives is rewarded openly by God.  See Mat. 6:3-4.  

15. Unteachable know-it-alls cannot learn thus repeat foolish behavior unto their own ruin 

(demonstration of insanity). The wise know they do not know it all thus are teachable and 

correctable thus they become wiser still cf. v. 1.   

16. Impulsive reactions display foolishness and embarrass, shame, or harm immediately.  The prudent 

maintain discipline and composure not allowing conflict to dictate their actions.  Don’t let others or 

uncontrollable events have victory over you.  Instead, trust the LORD.     



“Character, Conduct, Communication, Commitment, & Compensation” (Prov. 12) 

 

17. The wise acknowledge and convey reality thus their speech is just, whereas liars promote fraud and 

deceit.   

18. Many frivolous words are like a stabbing sword harming their object. Wise, timely, and calculated 

words can bring healing.   

19. God’s perspective: we can and should note that many lies rule many people and are not merely 

momentarily harmful, while truth is unpopular and slower to be grasped.  Nevertheless, ultimately 

lies will be exposed (Lu. 12:2) and truth will endure forevermore (1 Pet. 1:25).  The world’s justice 

is erroneously established, subject to our feelings, desires, and convenience.  However, truth and 

justice are established on the everlasting God.  Jesus will judge the quick and the dead (Jn. 5:27-29).   

20. Those devising evil deceive themselves out of an evil heart.  Those who promote peace do so from a 

joyful heart.   

21. The upright will endure all troubles and avoid the greatest trouble of judgment.  They will not be 

overtaken – even in death (Mat. 10:28). The wicked fill themselves up with evil and thus the 

eschatological judgment.   

22. Words and witness matter.  Speech and idol talk will all be judged by God (Mat. 12:36-37).   

23. The prudent refrain from showing off knowledge and do not cast pearls to pigs (Mat. 7:6).  Fools 

proclaim foolishness as if it were profound.   

24. The diligent rule while the lazy stay subservient.   

25. Anxiety causes depression yet the timely, spoken wise word can heal.   

26. “A righteous person shows the way to his neighbor, but the path of the wicked makes them 

wander.”1  The contrast is found in the term translated “find” “explore” “navigate” vs. wander.  The 

wise can navigate, find, and or lead friends carefully, while the lost fool can do none of these as he 

wanders aimlessly.   

27. The slacker doesn’t complete the task to fruition.  Half a job done is worthless.  Those set on 

completion with persistence and resolve find reward in a job completed.   

28. Another conclusion, not unlike the wisdom speeches and 11:31 ends with ultimate consequences and 

recompense for two paths – one which leads to life and the other to death (presupposed).  The path 

of righteousness leads to life (Ro. 1:16-17; Mat. 5:17-18) and those on it (in Christ) will not “see 

death” (cf. Jn. 8:51). 

 

In this collection of sayings, we see the familiar virtues of character, conduct, communication, and 

commitment.  We also see the reality of recompense i.e. the just judgment of every choice, deed, and 

idol word.  It is clear that the wise, righteous, upright, diligent, teachable, resolved soul is the one who 

fears the LORD and finds wisdom, peace, security, and true life in God.  This the Hebrew could deduce 

from the clear teaching of the Word of God.  Now, what is clear is the perfect revelation of the LORD in 

Jesus Messiah – who will judge all at the last day.  This same Jesus who will judge with fire in His eyes 

also took the penalty of our sins to the Cross so that we could be judged in Christ and be found 

blameless as our sins have been paid in full!  Only a fool would refuse such payment and continue to 

wonder on the path that leads to death.  But such would insist that they are not on the path to death 

because they are not evil, foolish, or ignorant.  But v. 1 calls such souls “stupid” for they despise the 

correction which affirms their unrighteousness and offers “‘knowledge’ of the truth” (cf. 1 Tim. 2:4) 

which “instructs” them to repent and receive the righteousness of Christ.                
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