
“Wisdom’s Wardship” (Pr. 2)  

 

1. Wisdom’s Plea (1-4)  

a. Receive (1)  

i. Parallels: The father’s words ‘commands’ are indicative of God’s v. 6.  Such words of 

wisdom are a “treasure” to be treasured.  Mat. 13:44-46 (read) parallels or echoes this 

proverb in that such a pearl/treasure is to be strived for, yet the treasure is not earned 

but a gift from which wisdom, riches, and salvation come. 

ii. Paradox: Though all like sheep have gone astray (Ps. 14:3; Isa. 53:6; Ro. 3:12), we 

are to seek (Prov. 8:17; Jer. 29:13; Mat. 7:7-8; Acts 17:27; Heb. 11:6).         

b. Resolve (1-4). An earnest priority to find and use the key to a good life – which leads to life 

eternal.  

2. Wisdom’s Promise (5-6) 

a. Relationship (6) “knowledge of God” not just about God but knowing God (Jer. 9:24).   

b. Revelation (7) “From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.”  God’s will and 

wisdom is revealed to those who seek His Word.  

3. Wisdom’s Protection (7-19) 

a. V. 7. Shield for the righteous cf. Eph. 6:14.  

b. Vv. 8-9. “Guards” and “preserves” paths cf. Ps. 23:3. David Hubbard: “The threat against 

which God protects the wise seems to be injustice (v. 8): “He guards the paths of justice,” 

that is, His wisdom works in us to fend off our tendencies toward injustice, unfair treatment 

of our neighbors and fellow citizens, and to ward off and correct the injustices with which 

they may afflict us.”1 

c. Vv. 10-12a.  When wisdom and knowledge are internalized/applied, they preserve, keep, and 

deliver from evil. 

d. Parallelism of Perverse Men and Promiscuous Women 

i. Perverse men contra to the “father” go astray from the righteous paths.  They rejoice 

in doing evil and delight in wickedness (14).  

ii. Promiscuous Woman contra Lady Wisdom, abandons fidelity and thus God (17).  She 

flatters/seduces and her path/house leads to death.  

4. Wisdom’s Proclamation (20-22) 

a. Antithetic Conclusion cf. 1:32-33.  

b. Either one abides on the path of righteousness or abandons such unto darkness (13).  There is 

no middle ground.  Jesus’ parable in Jn. 15:4-6 is as adamant as this proverb.  Either one 

abides in Him or is cut off and thrown into the fire.   

c. The motif of ‘the land’ is employed here.  The land became a barometer of Israel’s 

obedience.  If they were to abide in YHWH, they would enjoy it and if they did not, it would 

be cursed and or they would be exiled.  See Deut. 27-28 for the blessings and curses of 

choosing or abandoning God’s commands.   

d. Note how the progressive parallelism goes from ‘land’ to ‘earth.’  Jesus took Ps. 37:11 and 

misquoted it (actually heightened it) in Mat. 5:5. The land motif finds its fulfillment in Christ 

just like all of the other motifs e.g. agrarian, Temple, Sabbath (rest), and wisdom to cite a 

few.   

e. The blessings and curses of the land’s retention or loss, the antitype of the priceless pearl and 

treasure, the abiding or being cut off from the vine, the staying or straying from the righteous 

path, the associations of bad company vs the father/family and light or darkness, and the 

choice of being faithful to Woman Wisdom vs the Wanton Woman all communicate a clear 
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choice between only two destinations.  Will you take shelter in Wisdom’s words (Mat. 7:24) 

and be secure in the storm, or will you be swept away in the house of iniquity (Prov. 2:18)?     

PC 

Woman Wisdom warns and she protects (wardship).  She leads to and guards the path of righteousness.  

Without her everyone is vulnerable to the evil ones who entice others to abandon the good path.  

Without her there is no fidelity to truth, beauty, and goodness thereby perverting God’s good and 

gracious gifts; following after seductive prospects.  Such is adultery in the purest sense (unadulterated 

adultery is quite an oxymoron).  The core of adultery is abandoning God for idols.  All sin is spiritual 

adultery and thus Proverbs prevalently presents the adulterous woman to contrast Lady Wisdom.  Lady 

Wisdom offers protection, righteousness, and the Promised Land of Sabbath to those who remain on her 

path.  The adulterous woman promises pleasure and derails those who would turn to her but they will be 

“cut off” from every blessing and such a great salvation.          


