
“Wolves in Wool” 

 

Pulling the Wool over the Eyes 

 

1. Infiltration  

a. 2 Cor. 11:12-15.  Evil can’t be effective when properly presented.   

b. 2 Pet. 2:1-3.   

i. “Secretly bring in destructive heresies.”    

ii. Partially, with the lure of “sensuality.”  You may ask how can sensuality be secret or 

disguised if we are to plainly teach against such?  With the twisting of terms to make 

evil sound good and good sound evil.  “They will exploit you with false words” (v. 

3).  

iii. Their motive is “greed” (v. 3).  

c. Jude 4 

i. “Crept in unnoticed” 

ii. “Pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, 

Jesus Christ.”   

iii. Again, they make sin seem acceptable thus perverting grace.  Grace doesn’t say it’s 

acceptable to overlook sin.  Grace is what the sinner needs in order to repent of such.   

d. 2 Tim. 3:5.   

i. “Having the appearance of godliness.”  “Always learning and never able to arrive at a 

knowledge of the truth” (v. 7).  

ii. “Lovers of pleasure” (4) reveals a motive for their goals.  The false shepherds’ tactics 

are to deceive, divide, destroy, derail, and detract from the Gospel so that they can 

acquire prosperity, prominence, and pleasures for themselves.  They exploit the sheep 

for their purposes.  And this is what God’s Prophets, Disciples, and Jesus himself 

condemned.          

2. Manipulation  

a. Gen. 3:1-5.   

i. Crafty (1)  

ii. Questioned the Word of God (1) 

iii. “You will not surely die” (4).  Perhaps not physically immediately.   

iv. “Your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (4-5).   

1. The most effective lies are those which incorporate truth.   

2. We must acknowledge that Satan was factually correct to say that their eyes 

would be open to knowing good from evil hence they hid from God when He 

sought them.   

b. Mat. 4:5-6.  

i. The devil accurately quoted scripture but misemployed it.   

ii. Btw, Jesus combated all three temptations with the Word of God.  If the Word is 

taken in balance (full counsel), we will be able to “rightly divide the Word of truth” 

(2 Tim. 2:15). The reason they are not “able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth,” is 

that they do not rightly divine the full counsel of the Word but errantly emphasize or 

twist Scripture out of context.    
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Alert Sheep 

 

1. Sensation  

a. 2 Tim. 4:3-4 

i. Sheep are easily drawn astray.  We are attracted to the sensational teachings, 

emotions, experiences (shows), and such.   

b. 1 Cor. 14 

i. The church at Corinth was carnal and drawn to the sensational applauded gifts 

such as tongues.  They emphasized their prominence at the expense of 

discernment, charity, and humility.   

ii. Worship is not merely emotions for many emotionally worship idols and are 

devoted to the promises of prosperity, prominence, and pleasure.  

c. Jude 8  

i. Though some may be sensational, dreams are a popular claim to revelation.  The 

problem is that they are not verified and there seems to be little if any emphasis 

on personal affirmations in the NT.  Revelation is objectively affirmed and for the 

entire Body of Christ.   

ii. There is a dozen or so OT verses warning of dreams and dreamers in contrast to 

true prophets whose proclamations can be objectively measured.  E.g. Deut. 13:1-

5; Eccl. 5:7; Jer. chapter 23 esp. vv. 25-32; Zech. 10:2.  Here, Jude 8 confirms the 

OT warnings.    

2. Examination 

a. 2 Tim. 4:3-4.  As we considered, our flesh is already drawn to the sensational e.g. “myths 

and endless genealogies, which promote speculations” (1 Tim. 1:4).   

b. Therefore, when we examine teachers and teachings, we must not only take into account 

that Satan and society are not neutral to truth, but that neither is self for we are depraved.  

Our motives, values, attitude, and priorities must align with Scripture.   

c. 1 Jn. 4:1 states that we must test the spirits to identify false prophets.   

d. How then do we test them?  Ro. 12:1-2 states that we must present ourselves as sacrifices 

so as not to be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  

Hence we can then discern through our testing.  Again, how is this done?   

e. Discernment is not innate.  Rather, discernment and renewal of the mind comes from the 

Word and Spirit of God.  The Spirit discerns the false spirits (cf. Jn. 16:13) and the Word 

is the Sword of the Spirit (Heb. 4:12) which objectively discerns for us (Eph. 6:17).   

3. Proclamation 

a. Although it is the responsibility for under-shepherds to feed the sheep the Word of God, 

the sheep also need to learn to feed themselves.   

b. After the teachers in the churches feed (equip) the sheep, the sheep can then employ 

sound Scriptural arguments.  See 2 Cor. 10:3-6. 

c. If the Kingdom is priority (Mat. 6:33) then we will prioritize understanding Scripture so 

as not to be misled and to mislead.      

 

 

 

 

 



“Wolves in Wool” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC: Scripture has much to say about false teachers/prophets.  In fact, Jesus saved His most scathing 

condemnation for the authoritative establishment Pharisees of His day.  Why?  Not because they were 

teaching heresy or disdaining Scripture but because they were hypocritically teaching it and failing to 

see how Jesus is the center of if all.  Paul’s epistles are also mainly corrective in nature as he dealt with 

false doctrines and sinful practices in the early church.  Not much has changed with regard to the 

Church’s external and internal foes.  Though it may look different today, the nature of infiltration is the 

same.  The Progressive Church (or the Woke Church) is watering down the Gospel of God’s righteous 

intolerance of sin, Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, and holy living.  Jesus is “your friend in heaven” so 

to speak, and not the only way to salvation.  Every heresy (and harmful practice which follows) begins 

with a misconception of God.  Unless one’s theology comes from the Revelation of God (Scripture), it is 

merely theory conjured up my man.  When we begin with our pea brains and attempt to understand God 

philosophically or experientially, we will never get to the Truth.  And when we have clever, 

manipulating, and sensational bad shepherds infiltrating our churches and affirming our sinful desires; 

our discernment is vital.       

 


