
“Righteous Redeemer” (Lu. 4:18) 

 

 

It was deduced that Messiah would come as a victorious Warrior King and Liberator.  An 

obvious application of this concept was that He would be a military leader.  However, the New 

Testament reveals that He came to save us from the bondage of sin.  This makes Jesus no less a 

warrior, king, or liberator.  In fact, He is much more.  He is Prophet over all.  He is High Priest 

over all.  And He is the living Temple, as well as the sacrificial unblemished Lamb who takes 

away the sin of the world.  He is the ultimate Warrior of justice, not a “social justice warrior.”  

And for this we must rejoice – for He did not come to make social outcomes equal but spiritually 

dead souls alive!  Americans can celebrate freedoms once gained, yet now forfeited, but once the 

“Son sets you free, you are free indeed” (Jn. 8:36). 

 

1. Preach to the Poor (18a-b) 

a. Preach to the poor.  Jesus came to the lowly not to the palaces primarily, though Paul 

would preach to dignitaries and even king Agrippa.  

b. Poor in spirit (Mat. 5:3).  Most (if any) come to know the Liberator when they are 

living a luxurious lifestyle.   

c. Note, He didn’t come to make the poor rich but to preach repentance to them!    

d. When He came on the scene, He preached repentance for the Kingdom is at hand.   

2. Heal the Brokenhearted (18c)   

a. Again, Mat. 5:4 is helpful.  Blessed are the mourners for they will be comforted.  

Why not blessed are the celebrators?   

b. Those who were too good to associate with the Deplorables and Irredeemables 

complained that Jesus hung out with sinners.  His response was that the sick, not 

healthy, need a physician (Mark 2:17). 

3. Proclaim Liberty and Liberate the Captives (18d, f) 

a. Matt. 11:5-6 Jesus points to the signs of His miracles as partial fulfillment of our 

passage and of Isa. 61:1ff. 

b. Miracles = signs pointing to His authority.  Sinless Lamb: 1 Jn. 3:5; 1 Pet. 2:22; Heb. 

4:15.      

c. Not ashamed!  Jesus concluded His statement (Mat. 11:6) with an emphasis on not 

being ashamed of Him.  Read Lu. 9:26.  

d. Jesus thus proclaimed liberty from sin’s bondage (Jn. 8:31-36).   

e. Eph. 4:8 proclaims how this liberation was acquired.  Cf. 2 Cor. 5:21!   

f. Paul confirmed such a salvation in Ro. 6:16-23  read v. 23.  Spiritual slavery = 

death.   

4. Sight to the Blind (18e) 

a. As recorded in the Gospels, Jesus physically healed the blind.  However, such pointed 

to the spiritual sight needed for such a liberating salvation.   

b. After miraculously healing the man born blind, Jesus relayed that the vital concern is 

spiritual blindness.  Read Jn. 9:39-41.  

c. If you want liberty which truly sets you free, you must see that the problem is within 

– not society – and you must repent.  Then the Great Physician will give you sight 

and liberty not only for a time but eternity.          


