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1. Phil. 2:3-11  

2. “The Word has ceased to be the medium that keeps God and the world apart; instead, it has become 

that which binds world and God together.” 28 1  

3. “Someone who was aware of the loss of wonder at the stupendous nature of the Christian story was 

Christian essayist, playwright and lay theologian Dorothy Sayers. She had a deep appreciation of the 

nature of drama. Sayers expresses her wonder with a great deal of verve as she looks back to the 

coming of Christ into the world and to his cross:  So that is the outline of the official story—the tale 

of the time when God was the underdog and got beaten, when he submitted to the conditions he had 

laid down and became a man like the men he had made, and the men he had made broke him and 

killed him. This is the dogma we find so dull—this terrifying drama of which God is the victim and 

hero … If this is dull, what, in Heaven’s name, is worthy to be called exciting?62    In her conclusion 

she reinforces her point: Now, we may call that doctrine exhilarating, or we may call it devastating; 

we may call it revelation, or we may call it rubbish; but if we call it dull, then words have no 

meaning at all. That God should play the tyrant over man is the usual dreary record of human 

futility; but that man should play the tyrant over God and find him a better man than himself is an 

astonishing drama indeed. Any journalist, hearing of it for the first time, would recognize it as news; 

those who did it for the first time actually called it news, and good news at that; though we are likely 

to forget that the word Gospel ever meant anything so sensational.”63 

4. Sayers felt the wonder of it. And she rightly sees the drama is not reducible to the Christmas story. 

Easter is crucial as well. Significantly the drama has not ended. There is the world to come.2 

5. Because God is pure and cannot fellowship with evil (2 Cor. 6:14-18), He cannot just pardon sin.  

The curse could not just disappear or God pretend evil didn’t occur – and here is the matter of 

justice!  Therefore Jesus had to come in the flesh to bear the curse (Gal. 3:13).  And so Hebrews 

2:14-18 explains.   

6. The incarnation was necessary as we needed a mediator who could both represent man and carry the 

weight of efficacy of His sacrifice to satisfy God.  Read 1 Jn. 2:1-2.   

7. John also saw the incarnation of Christ as indispensable thus he asserted that a failure to recognize 

that the Son of God came in the flesh is antichrist (1 Jn. 4:1-3).   

8. God had promised a “cup of wrath” He would pour out on those who have done evil because He is 

just and cannot overlook or just pardon sin!  The Son of God had to become the last Adam to 

represent mankind (not unlike the first Adam represented all mankind) in order to drink that cup of 

wrath for mankind’s sin payment.  

9. You’ll find the motif in the following passages: Ps. 75:1-8; Job 21:17-20; Jer. 25:15-16; Rev. 14:9-

11; 16:17-19; and Matt. 26:36-43.           

10. Jesus dreaded the terrifying cup:  Matt. 26:36-43 “Then Jesus came with them to a place called 

Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.” And He took with 

Him Peter and  the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then 

He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”  

He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”  Then He came to the disciples 
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and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour?   Watch 

and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  Again, 

a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from 

Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes 

were heavy.”  

11. Isa. 53:5-6 reveals such was the nature of His mission.   

12. 1 Jn. 4:10  “In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins.”  Propitiation: satisfied – wrath exhausted.   

13. Imagine a cup filled w/ COVID 19 and H1N1, Spanish flu, and SARS, and Ebola, the Black Plague, 

and Leprosy.  Such is ‘child’s play’ compared to the sheer terror of God’s righteous wrath!   

14. A leper doesn’t shrink back from another leper.  We don’t often recoil from the horror of sin because 

we are sinners.  We are comfortable in it and blinded by its effects and end.  However, to the pure 

Son of God, sin is atrocious.  Yet this is what He the righteous Son of God endured for sinners like 

us (2 Cor. 5:21).    

15. LORD you made a way because there was no way at all.  You had to drink the cup of wrath aimed at 

us so that we could enjoy the fruit of heaven with You!       

16. Just before Jesus inquired if His drinking of the terrible cup could be removed/avoided, He pointed 

to a future celebratory cup as He partook with them for the last time (Matt. 26:26-29).   

17. The One who radiated glory with the Father (Jn. 17:5: Heb. 1:2-3), the One who is God the Son 

(Heb. 1:8-9), and the Word who became flesh (Jn. 1:14) had to take on the body prepared for Him so 

that He could bear the guilt of all our sins on the Cross (Heb. 10:4-5).  

 

PC: Throughout Scripture, God repeats that He does not delight in the sacrifice of burnt offerings (e.g. 1 

Sam. 15:22; Pss. 40:6; 50:8; 51:16; Prov. 21:3; Hos. 6:6; Heb. 10:5-7).  Why?  Because He’d rather 

enjoy obedience.  When we trust and obey Him, there is no need for sacrifices.  But because of His love, 

He included the instructions of said offerings so that when His children did not obey, they could offer a 

sacrifice for their transgressions.  On this side of the Cross, we understand that those offerings pointed to 

the final and perfect offering of Jesus.  Not only did Jesus offer the atoning sacrifice for our sins, He did 

so in perfect obedience, thus fulfilling both the Law’s requirement for recompense for our sins and 

perfect obedience to God – in which He does delight.          

 

 


