
“The Word of the Covenants” 

 

1. As I considered the prophesy of the Word and as I noted at the onset of this section (The Word of 

Revelation), the Word of God prophesizes not only via the Prophets foretelling of the Messiah but 

also the Feasts, Tabernacle, Temple, alters, Sabbath, etc. And they all picture Messiah’s person 

and/or mission.  And since the Word of God is, perhaps, best verified and articulated in His 

Covenants of promise; I want to briefly present a summary of the Covenants so as to elucidate the 

motif of Jesus’ person and work which they portray individually, yet offer a beautiful portrait of 

Jesus when pieced together.  

2. The covenants in Scripture are like God’s Law in that they reveal His character or essence.  However 

they serve to more specifically reveal God’s redemptive plan more increasingly as each new 

covenant statement was proclaimed.  Each new covenant does not mean that God chose to use a new 

method of rule by which people are to perform in different manners in order to please God.  God has 

always and only required that one should seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with him (Mic. 

6:8).   

3. In the Adamic Covenant God promised that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the 

serpent though his heal would be bruised (read Gen. 3:15)  This is an obvious prophesy regarding 

Jesus’ atonement on the Cross and resurrection as well as a hint at the virgin birth because women 

have no seed.  This, of course, is now easily detected with historical/biblical hindsight. No 

contribution of a male seed (earthly father), which is necessary for a natural childbirth, implies a 

supernatural birth.  The Noaic Covenant is a promise of God to never destroy the earth again via 

flood (read Gen. 8:21-22).  He would always remember it.  The Abrahamic Covenant promised that 

God would give him a great name, bless him so that he could bless others, be a father of a multitude 

through his offspring, and thus be a blessing to all families on the earth (Gen. 12:1-3).  The Mosaic 

Covenant underscored that if Israel was obedient she would be God’s special, holy nation, and 

kingdom of priests (Exod. 19:5-6).  The Sabbath Covenant (or command) emphasized Israel’s trust 

and rest in her God.  The Levitical Covenant provided means of sacrificing animals so as to act in 

contrition, trust in God’s provision, underscore sin’s severity, and point to Jesus’ atonement.  The 

Davidic Covenant underscored the affirmation of Abraham’s offspring by assuring David that God 

would honor him by choosing his seed as the Messiah’s lineage.  In observing this covenant found in 

2 Samuel 7:5-16, I have identified traces of and related aspects to the parties involved concerning the 

previous covenants.  Consider the following:  

 

a. David shared the humility and role of Moses as a shepherd (v. 8).   

b. Like Abraham, he was told that his name would be made great (v. 9).   

c. Promise of a lasting peace is promised as connoted in the Noaic Covenant (v. 10).   

d. Rest is promised and thus related to the Sabbath (v. 11).   

e. Reference to the “offspring” of the Adamic covenant is mentioned (v. 12). 

f. Building “a house” and “his kingdom” – which is later to be explained as a spiritual 

house and a priestly Kingdom – includes elements of the Levitical covenant (v. 13).1  

Also see the following verses which confirm the fulfillment of the household of God 

covenant/motif: 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16-18; Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Tim. 3:14; 1 Pet. 2:5. 

                                                 
1 Peter explained God’s original intent with regard to the priestly aspect of His plan, seen in these covenants.  Peter called the 

Church God’s chosen, royal, holy, priesthood as he used the same terms that YHWH did when He invited Israel to be His 

holy, chosen kingdom of priests (see 1 Pet. 2:4-10 & Ex. 19:5-6).  Therefore, elements of the Levitical covenant are also seen 

in this passage.  Note: in the NT, “chosen” and “elect” which were indicative of OT Israel are terms exclusively used to 

describe Jesus and His Church in the NT.  This signifies that the Church is the fulfillment (not replacement) of such 

descriptions, as seen clearly in the OT and NT verses supplied above in this footnote.       
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4. Considering those paralleled aspects of the Davidic Covenant to the previous covenants, I believe it 

is no stretch to identify an intentional progressive relationship with all of these covenants.  This 

serves to underscore the continuity and progression of God’s unfolding plan of redemption.  

Furthermore, there is the anticipated covenant of OT prophets which is spoken of by Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel.  In specific terms, it is called the New Covenant by Jesus (Mk. 14:24).  To summarize and 

highlight the multiple aspects of these covenants, which all find their earnest in the person and work 

of Jesus, I offer this simplifying/summarizing paragraph below:  

5. Jesus is our last Adam, the “Seed” who crushes the serpent’s head (Adamic Gen. 3:15); who 

redeems all creation for evermore (Noaic Gen. 9:9-11); who blesses all nations via Abraham’s 

“Seed” see Gal. 3:28-29 and inherits the greatest name (Abrahamic Gen. 12:1-3); who makes us a 

chosen, treasured, holy, nation of priests (Mosaic Ex. 19:5-6 = 1 Pet. 2:9-10); who becomes our 

eternal rest “Sabbath” Ex. 31:16 cf. Heb. 3 & 4); who is our High Priest (Levitical Num. 25:12-13 

cf. Heb. 4-5); who is the Lord and Son of David (Davidic 2 Sam. 7:1-16); who cleanses us and gives 

us His Spirit to reside in our hearts (Anticipated Jer. 31:3; Ezek. 11:19; 36:25 cf. Heb. 8:10; 10:16; 

2 Cor. 6:16) through the New Covenant of His blood (Mk. 14:24).    

6. It should become clear that God has one single overarching covenant of redemption which includes 

these various vital aspects found in the OT covenants.  In fact, this covenant was first agreed upon 

within the holy trinity before the old covenants and even the creation of the world.  This is why and 

how we are told that the Lamb was slain before the foundation of the world and that those in Christ 

(both Old Covenant (OC) and New Covenant (NC)) were predestined in Christ before the foundation 

of the world (Eph. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:2, 20; Rev. 13:8; 17:8).  Therefore, this canon of covenants points to 

the singular wonderful, awesome, and glorious plan of God and His precious Son’s sacrifice to 

reconcile estranged people to be citizens of the Kingdom of God.  “My dwelling place will also be 

with them, and I will be their God” (Ezek. 37:27).  Glory to God for His pure and absolute 

perfection, power, and person!  It is a blessed reality to know our Maker.  Such a profound reality 

naturally commands attention.  Once the supernatural reaches the natural, conviction leads to 

repentance. 

7. Therefore, just as the Prophets are enough to convince us that God’s Word is true, so too His 

Covenants.  A covenant is an agreement viz. a “word” of agreement.  And we can always take God 

at His Word.  Read Hebrews 6:13-20.  The Word gave us His Word – He gave us Himself!     

 

PC: Because every word that comes from the mouth of God is true, righteous, and beautiful, He need not 

make a vow.  What is interesting is that when it comes to our salvation, He actually did “swear” so to 

speak (see Heb. 6:13-14).  And the author of Hebrews pointed out the obvious, namely, that when God 

swears, He can do so only by Himself because only He is trustworthy.  Therefore, the covenants God 

made with man are as good as His Word which is as true as His character.  The Covenants of God (not 

unlike the promises from His Prophets) are not only a revelatory promise of His character and desires, 

but serve as revelatory proof of His power to fulfill such covenants.  Hence His Word of the Covenants 

are His “sworn” promises as well as His commands regarding our assured salvation.     

 


