
“From Slavery To Son-ship” (Jn. 8:21-36) 

 

1. Destination: Headed Up (21-24)     

a. His: Above (21-22) 

i. V. 21 Headed to heaven. 

ii. V. 22 suicide is seen to be anathema (damning).   

iii. They inferred he would be headed to hell – the lower part of Hades.  

b. Theirs: Below (23-24) 

i. V. 23 Jesus flipped their presumption and said they were from below and He is from 

above.   

ii. V. 24 They didn’t believe in who He claimed to be and would die in their sins.   

iii. Faith in Christ is the pivot point of salvation.  Die in Christ or die in sin.  

2. Confirmation: Ascending Up (25-29)  

a. His Commission (26)  

b. His Exaltation (28)  

Dual Elevation 

i. On the Cross (cf. 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-34).  

ii. In honor (cf. Matt. 23:12 = Luke 14:11 = 18:14; Luke 1:52; Acts 2:33; 5:31).  

iii. Isaiah predicted both together (Isa. 52:13).   

c. His Demonstration (29)  

3. Liberation: Raising Up (30-36) 

a. Believing (30-31a)  

i. As we’ll see, their belief was shallow/superficial.  By the end of this exchange (and 

prior to it (37), they wanted to kill Him.   

ii. “The studied reader of John, however, has learned that such statements about 

believing can be double leveled and therefore are not always a conclusive or final 

evaluation of reality (cf. 2:24; 6:66; 12:42–43).”1  

iii. Belief vs Abiding: It’s not a mere profession but possession of Jesus which secures 

eternal life!  There are those who believe Jesus is the Son of God yet do not follow 

Him!    

b. Abiding (31b-36)  

i. Abiding in Christ produces liberty. 

ii. The latter part of v. 32 has been embossed on colleges, universities, agencies, 

organizations, etc.  It is true that truth is of supreme importance – and it is supremely 

important that the truth of who Jesus is and what He has done is embraced.  Truth is 

important and salvific truth is a matter of eternal life or death!    

iii. The Jews claimed they were free due to their lineage (33).  Of course they were 

thinking spiritually.  It’s obvious that they had been “slaves or a vassal state of most 

of the great powers: beginning with Egypt, thereafter Assyria, Babylonia, Media-

Persia, Macedonia, Egypt again and Syria, then finally Rome”2  They relied on their 

heritage and self-prescribed obedience for inheriting the promises of God.  However, 

they would shamelessly proclaimed (when they were asked if Jesus was their king) 

“We have no king but Caesar.”  Such was an obvious betrayal of the God who they 

claimed to worship as King.  See Ps. 24:7-10.         

                                                 
1 Borchert, G. L. (1996). John 1–11 (Vol. 25A, p. 301). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
2 Ibid. 303. 
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iv. Jesus had already told them that they were from below and thus needed to believe in 

Him to go above.  Now He is telling them they need to abide in Him to be free from 

sin (34).   

v. V. 35 Slave vs. Son.   

1. The NT is clear that sin enslaves and Jesus liberates.   

2. Jesus used the slave/son analogy to make the point of who God’s people truly 

are.  E.g. Ro. 2:28; 9:4-6; Gal. 3:28-29; Eph. 2:14-22. 

3. We can be enslaved to government, an abductor, drowning in financial debt, 

and more.  We can also be free from tyranny, safe from criminals, and filthy 

rich.  However, sin debt is eternal and the penalty is righteous wrath; and 

freedom from sin is infinitely more liberating than money, health, security, 

and success (self-celebration which sees autonomy as liberty).  People boast 

of their freedom while being enslaved by their desires!  

4. V. 35 reminds me of Jn. 15:15 which is also in context of abiding in Christ.  

Read Gal. 4:6-7.    

5. V. 36 Nothing compares to God and having Peace w/ God.   

6. Where there is truth there is freedom and where there is lie there is slavery.   

 

 

 

PC 

Continued Confrontation:  Jesus is Judge of heaven and earth.  Nevertheless, those who confronted Him 

assumed to be in judgment of (or even over) Him.  He simply shared the cold hard truth with them and 

that truth He gave to the religious ones of His day is the same truth that offends many still.  That truth is 

that He is God and everyone’s salvation hinges upon their belief or disbelief in Him.  In Jn. 8:21-30, 

Jesus spoke of His credentials, mission, and results.  Unlike those “beneath,” He is from above and was 

headed back up (21-24).  Contrary to their pride, He humbled Himself and thus was “lifted up” (25-

30).  Contrary to their inability and transgressions, Jesus was able to liberate those in slavery to sin (31-

36).  Because He was lifted up on the Cross, He ascended up to heaven and raises up those who abide 

in Him!  

 

 

 


