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1. Opportunity (1-9)  

a. Knowledge (1) Jesus knew of their plans to kill Him and yet His time had not come.  

b. Ignorance (2-5)   

i. The Feast of Tabernacles would be an obvious opportunity (if not the opportunity) for 

Jesus to establish His credentials. 

ii. “The feast ran for seven days and was reputedly the most popular of all the annual 

festivals. It commemorated the provision of God for his people in the wilderness, and 

the celebrants were required to recall that historical period by living during the feast 

in temporary structures of leaves and branches. A special feature was the water-

drawing and lamp-lighting rite, which was performed each day in the temple and 

upon which, as we shall see, Jesus drew in his teaching. During the festival the people 

gave thanks for the rainfall which nourished the harvest, but also looked forward to 

that coming day when God’s Spirit would be poured out at the coming of the 

kingdom of God.”1   

iii. “This appears to be simply his brothers’ version of something Jesus himself said four 

chapters earlier: ‘Whoever does the truth comes to the Light, so that his works will be 

revealed as works wrought in God’ (3:21).”2  However, the parenthetical comment (5) 

which John included reveals that they did not have in mind the true methods, 

implications, and motive for promoting Jesus.  They likely wanted to see further signs 

to which Jesus had and will point out, should not be their impetus.  

iv. Their unbelief (see Mat. 16:4).  “He probably detects in their plea the erroneous 

attitude to miracles that he has already encountered on numerous occasions. Hunger 

for spectacular signs is the enemy of real faith, since it leaves the fallen, self-centered 

heart untouched and unrebuked.”3    

2. Opposition (6-7) 

a. “Here for the first time in the Gospel, Jesus speaks of “the world” not as the object of God’s 

love and salvation (as in 3:16, 17; 4:42; 6:33, 51), but as God’s enemy.”4  Although 1:10 

gave us a glimpse of such a reality.  

b. Ironically and typically, Jesus’ own loved ones were working against His purposes.  Jesus’ 

brothers want Jesus to put on a display; John’s readers already know that such a display 

would pander to corrupt motives (6:14, 15, 26ff.) and in any case would not ensure genuine 

faith (2:23–25; 4:48). The brothers want Jesus to show himself to the world, but in John’s 

most characteristic sense of that word, the ‘world’ is precisely that which cannot receive him 

without ceasing to be the ‘world’. In one sense, Jesus has no intention of showing himself to 

the ‘world’ (cf. note on 14:22). And yet in another sense, the reader who presses on to the 

rest of this Gospel discovers that it is in Jerusalem where Jesus reveals himself most 

dramatically—not in the spectacular miracles the brothers want but in the ignominy of the 

cross, the very cross by which Jesus draws all men to himself (12:32) and becomes the 

Saviour of the world (4:42).5 

                                                 
1 Milne, B. (1993). The message of John: here is your king!: with study guide (p. 117). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press. 
2 Michaels, J. R. (2010). The Gospel of John (p. 425). Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company. 
3 Ibid. Milne. p. 117. 
4 Ibid. Michaels.  p. 426. 
5 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (pp. 306–307). Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity 

Press; W.B. Eerdmans. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus64jn?ref=Bible.Jn7.1-13&off=1643&ctx=ing+of+harvest.%EF%BB%BF77%EF%BB%BF+~The+feast+ran+for+se
https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt64jn3?ref=Bible.Jn7.4&off=469&ctx=bring+this+about.24%0a~This+appears+to+be+s
https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcjohn?ref=Bible.Jn7.3-4&off=3095&ctx=y+in+their+request.+~Jesus%E2%80%99+brothers+want


“Secretly Revealing” (Jn. 7:1-36) 

 

2 

 

c. Summary: God’s motives, timing, and plan vs the world’s motives, timing, and methods.   

3. Obedience (6-10) 

a. Jesus’ informed His disciples it was not yet His time (as John recorded multiple times 

including (2:4)). 

b. We are not told that when Jesus said, “My time has not yet come,” if He knew it would come 

in a few days.  See v. 14. 

c. Timing or Method?  Perhaps timing being delayed a day, or two, or more may have to do 

with the method of approach to Judea.   

d. The key seems to be the distinction of a “private” approach rather than an open approach 

with an entourage.  Possible reasoning includes:    

i. Practically: w/o an entourage so as not to attract immediate conflict and disturb peace 

and distract from the feast.  

ii. Symbolically: When His time comes, He must face it alone. 

iii. Theologically: Going privately was indicative that He neither feared their evil plans 

nor that He took counsel from those who had selfish agendas. Such affords a way to 

prove that He was invincible to their schemes and that even when He was literally in 

the midst of those who had opportunity to seize Him, that He could reveal himself to 

be the fulfilment of the current feast (37-38)!      

4. Opinion (11-13) 

a. Interestingly, their opinions of Jesus were discussed secretly as paralleled to Jesus’ arrival.   

b. There is a contrast to their fear and His faith.  They were afraid of the Jews who sought to 

kill Him and yet He shows up alone and would fearlessly draw all attention to Himself. 

5. Observation (14-24) 

a. Astonishment (15) As Luke recorded (2:42, 46-47) Jesus’ knowledge and understanding of 

the Scriptures was impressive and because He was not entered into their schools they were 

astonished at His authoritative teaching.  Peter and John would later astonish (Acts 4:13).  He 

had no worldly credentials but He offered them a test of (proof of) His authority.    

b. Authority (16) 

i. A Direct Divine Line. Jesus’ teaching comes straight from the Father.  Ipso facto 

giving them opportunity to point out any inconsistencies with Scripture. 

ii. In fact, Jesus was fulfilling Isaiah’s prophesy (54:13) which John previously pointed 

out (6:45).  

iii. Jesus is able to both avoid arrogance and state His superior credentials.  See Further 

Study (Authority).   

c. Authentication (17-18) 

i. Intention (17) We read in 6:65 that revelation and the conviction of the Spirit is 

needed in order to acknowledge Jesus and yet there is a human element of 

earnestness.  If one ‘wills’ to do God’s will, he will know Jesus is from God.  Such is 

neither human ability nor arbitrary divine selection!   

ii. Motivation (18)  

1. Jesus points to the impetus for teaching doctrine and it was not for fame or to 

gather large crowds as the self-seeking teachers would do.  Such supports the 

reasoning for not going to Judea with an entourage.   

2. Jesus was not self-promoting but pointed out that they had uncritically 

accredited others who did promote themselves (5:43).  The hallmark of Jesus’ 
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ministry was glorifying God!  Jesus and Paul sacrificed much to preach the 

truth.     

3. Doing God’s will coincides with understanding.  See Further Study 

(Knowing Doing).    

4. Conversely, there are many who preach the LORD’s name in vain, those who 

preach Christ for their own profit or prestige.    

iii. Attestation: Deut. 13:1-5a both parallels the earnestness of the followers and the 

integrity of the prophet and the dire consequences for failure to adhere to such.   

iv. Interpretation: 2 Pet. 1:20 allows no private interpretation of Scripture.  People may 

have an opinion of whether or not Scripture or Jesus is authoritative, but the fact that 

it is and that its intent is objective is not opinion.              

d. Accusation (19-24) 

i. Jesus reminded them of their accusations by issuing a few of His own.   

ii. He claimed they sought to kill Him and that they did not keep the law (19).  

iii. In the manner of teaching which impressed them (15), He showed them how their 

former accusations of His supposed Sabbath breaking were absurd and hypocritical.   

iv. If the eighth day of circumcision fell on the Sabbath, they would perform the act and 

yet condemned Jesus for completely healing a man!  “Jewish thinkers of about this 

time argued, on the basis of the precedence of eighth day circumcision over Sabbath, 

that any necessary act of mercy could be lawfully performed on the Sabbath. 

Circumcision was viewed as a perfecting rite: one member of the body, by this rite, 

was perfected, and had to be perfected on the eighth day; how much more, then, must 

an act be undertaken, even on the Sabbath, if it perfects the whole body, i.e. if it saves 

a life”6  Carson points out that Jesus’ healing of the whole man is a fulfillment of the 

perfecting rite of circumcision.   

v. Jesus, then, instructed them to make righteous judgments (24).  See Isa. 11:3.  

Though He spoke openly and amazed them and though they had to scheme and 

conspire to arrest Him, they judged Him selfishly (grudgingly), superficially (not 

schooled w/ their accreditations), and culturally (His dress, accent, associates, etc.).        

6. Origin (25-36)  

a. In their contemplations, some seem to disqualify Him because they know from whence He 

came (27).   

b. The irony is already present here. Even though Jesus’ hearers think they know where Jesus is 

from (v. 27), they really do not, any more than they could have known where the good wine 

at Cana was from (2:9), or the “living water” Jesus offered to the Samaritan woman (4:11). 

His comings and goings are as mysterious to them as the wind (3:8).71 He is from Nazareth in 

Galilee, but ultimately he is “from above” (3:31), or “from heaven” (3:13, 31; 6:32, 33, 38, 

42, 50, 51). Ironically, what they say about the Messiah is true of Jesus: “when he comes, no 

one knows where he is from.” His origins are beyond human comprehension.7 

                                                 
6 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (pp. 315–316). Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity 

Press; W.B. Eerdmans. 
71 If this is true of “everyone born of the Spirit,” readers can surely infer that it is true of Jesus, as he will soon make explicit 

(see 8:14). 
7 Michaels, J. R. (2010). The Gospel of John (p. 451). Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company. 
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c. V. 28 Good commentaries suggest it’s stated as a rhetorical question.  If Jesus affirms that 

His human origin was no secret, He also affirms that they ultimately don’t know where He 

came from and that He has no origin at all save from a person!  

d. What his hearers do not understand is that where Jesus “comes from”—his origin—is not a 

place but a Person. To be “from above,” or “from heaven,” is to be sent “from God” (see 3:2, 

17, 34; 6:46) or from “the Father” (see 5:36, 37; 6:44, 57).8  

e. Also ironic was that they later disqualified Jesus by stating that they didn’t know where He 

came from (9:29).   

f. You see, they had not judged rightly because they already had their minds made up and thus 

it was easy to find a way to disqualify Him.  They knew not God nor sought Him and thus 

could not acknowledge Jesus! 

 

Further Study  

 

Authority:  

Though Jesus is God, He had God (Father) as His witness and source of credentials.  “One of the 

consequences of studying for years in the rabbinical centers was the tendency to substantiate every 

pronouncement by appealing to precedent, to earlier rabbinic judgments. Not to do so might indicate 

a certain arrogance, an independence of spirit in danger of drifting from the weight of tradition. Jesus 

too insists he is no inventive upstart: My teaching is not my own. But unlike his rabbinic 

contemporaries, neither is his teaching based on a long chain of human tradition: it comes (he 

insists) from him who sent me, a particularly Johannine way of referring to his heavenly Father… 

Earlier prophets could thunder, ‘Thus says the Lord!’ But Jesus’ words and deeds are so much at one 

with the Father’s, not only because of his unqualified obedience but also because he does everything 

the Father does (5:19ff.), that Jesus can legitimately and repeatedly presage his remarks with an 

authoritative, ‘I tell you the truth’ (cf. notes on 1:51).”    

 

Knowing Doing:  

If you really want to learn or know something, you’ll figure it out.  By this standard, Jesus is a “true” 

messenger of God, and “nothing false is in him,”28 but so is John, who “testified to the truth” 

(5:33),29 and so, we will learn later, is “the Advocate,” the very “Spirit of truth,” who will not speak 

“on his own” (16:13). So too are Jesus’ disciples, who are “sent” as he is sent (17:18; 20:21) and 

whom he prays might be “consecrated in the truth” (17:17, 19).9   

 

PC:  

                                                 
8 Michaels, J. R. (2010). The Gospel of John (p. 452). Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company. 
28 Ἀδικία (“wrong” or “falsehood”) occurs only here in John’s Gospel (although see 1 Jn 1:9; 5:17), and the phrase “nothing 

false is in him” should not be overinterpreted. It is simply a corollary of “true” (ἀληθής), implying honesty, and faithfulness 

to the Sender. “True” messengers” (aside from Jesus, see 8:46, 1 Jn 3:5) are not necessarily sinless but simply honest or 

reliable. For a similar use of a negative to reinforce a positive, see 1:47, “a true Israelite, in whom is no deceit”; also 1 John 

2:27, where God’s “anointing ‘is true and is no lie’ ” (see Bultmann, 276: “when contrasted with ἀληθής, ἀδικία has the 

specific meaning of ‘lie, deceit’ ”). 
29 See also 3:33, where it was John first of all who confirmed “that God is true” (ἀληθής). 
9 Michaels, J. R. (2010). The Gospel of John (p. 440). Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, UK: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 

Company. 
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Many conflicts are never solved because they have not been appropriately approached.  Many of us 

have our minds made up before we attempt to resolve such.  An open mind is often helpful but what 

is indispensable is honesty.  If we are to find any conflict resolution, any peace, any success, or a 

true understanding, we must be honest.  Jesus likened the “works” of God to be believing in Him 

(Jn. 6:29).  Since no one naturally seeks righteousness (God), they cannot find it.  However, the 

Gospel is that God has sought us sinners and offers to redeem us.  Only if we are honest can we 

respond positively to the Spirit and the Word of God and repent.  That is the “work” of God, and our 

repentance is the beginning of healing, learning, and walking in the truth!  When we are honest with 

ourselves and with God, we can know the truth – we can know Jesus and all that He graciously 

offers.     


