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1. Words of Controversy (60-62) 

a. Our society has been conditioned to be over sensitive.  We can unwittingly offend someone 

by stating a simple opinion.  Here, Jesus is speaking of eternal life and death and many were 

offended by the truth and walked away (66).   

b. V. 60.  “Hard saying” does not mean difficult to understand but difficult to accept.   

c. Vv. 61& 62 form one thought.  “Here Jesus may use a standard Jewish “how much more” 

argument: If you cannot receive the message of the cross, how much more difficult will it be 

for you to accept my resurrection and return to the Father?”1  “That is, “If ye are stumbled at 

what I have said, how will ye bear what I now say?” Not that His ascension itself would 

stumble them more than His death, but that after recoiling from the mention of the one, they 

would not be in a state of mind to take in the other.”2 

d. It’s as if Jesus is saying, “Shall I go further when what I’ve already said is an offense?”  But 

He does go on because clarity and affirmation are necessary.  Though what He taught is 

profound and will offend (though no offense is intended), He must share His words of life if 

they are to receive it.    

e. He shared w/ them the difficult path to liberation i.e. a violent death knowing that the shame 

of the Cross would be seen more as a failure than success – like going down to the grave 

rather than ascending up to the Father.  “The crucifixion and resurrection and ascension are 

linked in an unbreakable sequence. The one implies the others. And what to the shallow-

minded is a cause of stumbling and going away becomes to the believer the deepest cause of 

comfort and assurance.  “Where he was before” implies Christ’s preexistence. It is one and 

the same Person who was with the Father, who became incarnate, and who would in due 

course return whence he came.”3     

2. Words of Consternation (63-66) 

a. Irony.  They leave Jesus after what sounds to be words of affirmation.  Maybe they disagreed 

that the flesh profited nothing (63) or that they were unable to achieve salvation (65).  Or 

maybe (as mentioned earlier) they were uninterested in the spiritual and more concerned with 

the physical liberation.  *our society = easily offended & earthly minded.     

b. “What is it that “makes them stumble”? (v. 61) Is it Jesus’ claim to have “come down from 

heaven” (v. 38), or is it the notion of “eating” his flesh (vv. 51–58), or is it both? Such things 

were incomprehensible to “the Jews” (see vv. 41–42, 52), but in the case of these would-be 

“disciples” the difficulty may not have been that his words were obscure or difficult to 

understand, but that they were all too clear. If, as we have seen, he has been saying that life 

for the world comes about only through violent death, his own and by extension theirs, it is 

not surprising that they would find such a prospect “hard” to listen to, much less accept and 

embrace. Their reaction is like Peter’s in Mark, when Jesus predicted his own death, Peter 

“rebuked” him, and Jesus in turn “rebuked” Peter, calling him “Satan” (Mk 8:32–33), and in 

Matthew, where Peter added, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you” (Mt 

16:22, NRSV) and Jesus called Peter both “Satan” and a “stumbling block” (16:23).”  [The 
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meaning of “stumbling block” (σκάνδαλον) is the same as here (see n. 6): Peter was 

attempting to turn Jesus away from that to which God had called him.]4 

c. “The connection between v. 63 and vv. 61–62 is now clear. Already Jesus is establishing the 

link between his own ascension/glorification (v. 62) and the coming of the Spirit (v. 63; cf. 

7:37–39). Moreover, all the points that had offended these shallow disciples find their answer 

here—a critically divisive answer. Here is sharp insistence on the priority of spiritual life, 

unrelenting stress on Jesus’ authority and superiority over Moses, and above all the promise 

of eternal life engendered by the Spirit and the Word, consequent upon Jesus ‘ascending’ by 

a means more offensive than the harshest metaphor.”5 

d. Whatever was said had them walking away from the only hope of eternal life.  However, they 

should have known that the Spirit of God gives life just as Jesus claimed viz. Ezek. 36:26-27; 

37:14.     

e. V. 65.  Necessity of the Spirit and the Word.  The Spirit of God convicts us of sin and the 

Word of God reveals the same and how to have eternal life.  Left alone, we are like sheep 

gone astray and helpless to find home unless the Shepherd rescues us.     

f. The flesh profits nothing (cf. Ro. 7:18a cf. Jn. 3:6; 1 Cor. 15:50).  But they were about the 

flesh and Jesus the Spirit, thus they departed.  Focusing on the fallen flesh ends in 

condemnation because the Law condemns the guilty.  But those chosen in Christ are given 

life via His Spirit – His living Word who cannot condemn those in Christ any more than He 

can condemn Himself!      

3. Words of Confession (67-71)  

a.  “This concluding paragraph of the chapter vividly expresses the cost of following Jesus. 

Being a true believer will involve going the way of the cross, as Jesus will indicate: ‘unless a 

grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies …’ (12:24). Among other things, that will mean 

remaining true to Jesus when he and his word are dismissed. Being a true believer will mean 

following him loyally when his truth is hard to understand and even harder to apply, when 

his claims seem largely contradicted by tangible realities, and when the multitudes turn away 

from him and we find ourselves part of a small and ostracized minority. It will mean being 

loyal too when, among the company of the ‘faithful’, we discover the work of the evil one in 

those who, in life and word, betray their Lord. On the other side, however, we shall not be 

completely alone, for others too will be loyal, and confession of Jesus will be made by those 

who also know there is no other to whom they can go. Jesus himself will remain there for us, 

moving on his appointed way to his destined glory, and on the road giving his Holy Spirit 

and the assurance of eternal life to those whom he has chosen. But, when all these are 

weighed, the cost is real, and he does not shield us from it. Will you also go away?”6 

b. Not unlike informing Peter that he would deny Him but later return, this prediction of Judas’ 

betrayal serves as an encouragement to Jesus’ followers in that even He had been betrayed 

and – more importantly – He foreknew such and chose according to divine providence!   

c. Peter’s confession here is not unlike that recorded in Mat. 16 when Peter professed Jesus as 

Messiah, son of God.  Both accounts emphasize that the confession relied on the revelation 
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from the Father.  Furthermore, he immediately argued with Jesus about that which must 

happen according to the Scriptures in Matthew’s account and here those who walk away and 

who will betray Jesus prefer another path and nature of salvation.  Finally, in each account of 

Peter’s confessions, Jesus calls one of His own Satan and another the devil.   

 

Further Study 

 

Stumble.  See footnote6 below. 

 

Troubled Offended? See footnote148 below.   

 

PC: “Harsh Words or Holy Words?”   

Jesus’ words were ‘hard’ and seemingly offensive and divisive.  Well, they may have been difficult to 

take but not so difficult to get.  They may also be divisive because truth has a way of dividing right and 

wrong, good and evil.  However, His words were not offensive; at least not in their intent.  He meant no 

offense, rather, He meant to express the salvation of the Spirit and Word of God.  In the truest and 

fullest sense, His words were most compassionate and loving for they were the words of life.  Those 

offended and who walked away are not the only ones to do such because many sermons, testimonies, 

and witnessing from the Word continue to be met with indifference and indignant attitudes.  

Nevertheless, His Word always accomplishes its purpose (Isa. 55:11).  The efficacy of the Word will 

either bring one to Christ or condemn the one who refuses Christ’s reign.  If the Word offends you to 

stumble, before you turn from it in disgust, ask what it is about it that made you stumble and seek to find 

if it is the Word which is in err or you.    
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